
FIGHTING CUBA.
- »

Xlie General Aspect of the
Cuban Question.

FROM DEFENSIVE TO OFFENSIVE WAR.

Force in the Towns Against Despera¬
tion in the Woods.

DESERTIONS BY THE VOLUNTEERS.

An Indefinite Prolongation of the War Under
its Present Conditions.

To tab Editor ok tub iikrald:.
The great difficulty In the way of a satisfactory

review or the uffairs of Cuba lies tu their complex-
liy. ft" luterwoven are wrongs and rights tnnt it
Is impossible to do Justice, full and comniete, to oue

class witlnut Inflicting hardship or even injustice
ou sotno interests that it is the duty of all govern¬
ments to protect. The partisans of the vunous
factions are generally conveniently blind to all but
their own special interests, and would lain con¬

vince trie stranger of the utter wickedness and bad
laith of their opponents, so that the means of
forming just appreciations can only bo acquired by
a very intimate acquaintance with the Inhabitants
and their mode of thought. To find a remedy for
the anarchy iu which Cuba has been lor years
plunged otfers difficulties that can only be success,

fully grappled with by the highest order of
statesmanship, unless the Gorclian knot
can be cut by some heroic policy.
Ill armed and without proper supplies of ammuni¬
tion, the Cubans from tne outset of the war were
unable to meet the ftpanisb army In the open
field, and it was necessity as much as choice that
induced them to abandon regular operations anil
have recourse to guerilla warfare, for which the
difficult nature of the country affords unusual
facilities. The waut of military education among
the Cuban chiefs, as well as the discouragement of
constant failure In important operations, led the
insurgents to limit their efforts to a strictly defen¬
sive attitude. Tlus mistaken policy soon reduced
them to the greatest misery and the waut of even
the most common necessaries of life. Those who
survived this defensive policy wandered about like
famished wolves, and, driven by want, they began
a series ot attacks on the towns in the possession
of the Spaniards, An amount of success scarcely
looked lor attended these offensive operations. It
was soon discovered that not alone were muni-
tious and provisions obtained iu these expedi-
tions, but that the Spanish forces, harassed by I
their efforts to defend extensive lines, were uo

longer able to carry on the active offensive opera-
tious iroin which the Cuoans had suffered so much
In the first period of the war. The discontent,
too, of the Cuban population was Intensified
by the necessary rigor of the precautionary
measures taken by the garrisons and toe
Interruption aud loss caused by the enterprises of
tne insurgents. l'p to this time It had been com-

paratively safe to be loyal to Spain, and that large i
mass o: the population which Is indifferent to po-
litical questions, and only desires security, had
ranged itself under the Spanish flag. The new

policy of the insurgents changed the situation.
It was now necessary to fight and suffer, and a

large number of the volunteers began to think they
might as well light for Cuba as for Spain. Rela¬
tions were established between the outlying volun- |
tner posts and the Insurgents. The result has been
the desertion of whole camps to the Cubans.
Since January, ma, more than iooo volnuteers
have deserted, with arms and munitions. The
gravity of this disaffection will oe understood
when It is considered that, without these
irregulars, tne Spanish troops could scarcely j
carry ou the war. The volunteers seldom
.how much stomach for lighting, yet the services
they render as scouts and guides are or the first
importance. It must be kept well in mind that In
Cuba there are two classes of volunteers, the Cu-
ban and Spanish. The latter Hre best known to
the world by their Insubordination and blood-
thirstiness. Their fame rests on the massacre of
unoffending spectators In the Havana theatres ami

tne cold-blooded assassination of schoolboys.
Their valor, however, has never gone further, and
up to the present their patriotism has not been
.ufficlently pronounced to induce them to take the
field against the Insurgents. The Cuban volun-

teers, on the contrary, are chiefly recroifed rrotn
the peasantry or small farmers, lot hombrea del
yimpo, as tney are called, and act as irregular
troopH, doing the scouting and really the most
effective part of the lighting against their country- !
men. For the most part they are ex-rebels, or

men who have surrendered and been pardoned
on coudltlon of serving as soldiers. They are very
badly paid and worse treated by the hpanlsh au-

thorities, who look on them with dislike and sus¬

picion at the same time that they are used to huut
down the Insurgents on all occasions. They
serve, however, more from fear than from
love, and the majority arc in sympathy
while a large proportion are even In direct com¬
munication with tne Insurgents, whom they sup¬
ply with provisions and ammunition. Daring the
first years ol the war these men believed that It
was impossible to resist the Spaniards, aud, de-
siring the restoration of peace, they really fought
bitterly against their late comrades; but the 111-
treatment to which they have been subjected snd
the conviction that has now takeD root In the
Cuban mind that Spain cannot put down the in-
aurrection induce them to throw iu their rortunes
with their fellow countrymen, whom thev have
vainly striven to conquer. If the disaffection
should continue to spread, and the whole or the
majority of the Cuban volunteers armed arid
equipped by Spain should throw themselves Into
the struggle, the success or the Cuban revolution
would be assured. The reinforcements already
drawn from this source during the current year
and the successful landing of two distinct expedi-
tions have placed the insurgents in a position 10

carry on the war with vigor lor the next four
years, me chief difficulty in the beginning wus
the want of arms and ammunition. This, com¬
bined with ignorance ol the most primary
rules ol war, made the Cubans an easy
prey lor their enemies. Now the conditions
are changed, as the Cubans are now the veterans,
while the ftpantsh regiments are largely made up
of recruits. It Is estimated by the ftpantsh staff
that more than fi.ooo officers and over 100,000 sol¬
diers have perished during the war. Ar the num.
ber ot disabled and discharged has to be added to
these figures It may be judged that the Spanish
Array la largely composed or raw material, it rc
mains to b« seen whether Spain will continue to
supply the never-ceasing demands ror men to re-

place the (alien; but it is probable that if the
armed volunteers continue to abandon the sprtnr-ffi
flag ail the sacrifices that Spam may make in the
cad will prove usclesa.

'lhe insurgents aejicnd more on the dishearten¬
ing effects ol this mortality to terminate the war
than 011 driving the hpanlards away by fotce of
nruis. 'ihcy believe that as St. Domingo was

abindoncd because It was found impossible to dis¬
pone of an enemv who would neither fight decisive
battles nor lay down their arms, so Spain will
eventually become convinced of the uselessuess of
the sacrifices she Is now making. Whether this
reasoning will prove correct remains to be
seen, but It is certi.in that Spain can only put
down the Insurrection by Immense sacrifices of
men and money. Indeed, owing to the extremely
difficult nature of the country, it is opon to doubt
whether she could put down the insurgents at
pre.sent in the DelJ tvithlu ten years. The Eastern
Department is almost wholly ^>st to Spain, as her
power m only respected within- her camps and
forts, m the open country everything I.flu been
aid waste, aud iho insurgent bands wander about
Jfeiu puutakva to plau<*oU lu NirU ttJ lwq

when not engaged in active hoa little*. A good
deal of titan c has toon thrown on the Cubans lor

the hurtling of the plantations, hut Irom their
point of view the burning Is defensible, and even
necessary. Tnoy argue that so long as the Spun
Urdu And it profitable to remain in Cuba the war
will oe continued, hut. that ir the Hpuulsli nation
was compelled to fl id the tnouey as well
as the men hostilities would soon cease.
The chief sources of revenue are the
sugar an i uotfee Industries, and there¬
fore the Cubans burn dowu the crops and the
mills so that neither profit nor revenue may accrue
to the .Spaniards, There Is also the additional rea¬

son that every abandoned plantation becomes a

magazine of provisions to the Cubans, as owing to
the wonderful fertility ol the soil, the crops grow
year uitcr year, though lu diminished quantities,
without care from tne hand of man. It Is owing,
in great part, to ihis peculiar fecundity that the
insurrection has hecu able to survive the crashing
blows Inflicted in the first years of the war. Every
effort was made, and continues to be made, to de¬

stroy the means of subsistence of the lusurgenrs;
but it Is simply loss of time. It is true that tem¬

porary inconvenience may sometimes be caused by
cutting aowu the banana trees and burning the
sugar canes; but all these grow again, better and
ncherlor their temporary destruction. The varieties
of root food, the yam, cassava, sweet potatoes, Ac.,
are very numerous, and as thoy grow for years
without care, and many of them arc in an abso¬
lutely wild state, the supply of provisions Is nor

likely ever to give our. These are supplemented
by beans and other vegetables of quick growth.
In order to prevent in future even temporary
want, the Cuban government lias given orders lor
tne establishment of farms In connection with all
the camps and In the recesses 01 the woods, so

that, in case of retreat, the lorces may always tind
an ample supply or food st hand. In fact, steps are

being taken to sustain the war indefinitely, ir the
Spaniards persist In holding the island. The

policy of destroying the plantations and towns
will be more rigorously carried out than
ever, so that no Spanish settlement may exist
In the interior. This policy Is the result of the ex¬

perience drawn from the offensive operations in
the beginning of the year, which have led to the
abandonment of many posts and small towns in
the interior by the Spaniards, who for saiety have
been oblige* to concentrate their lorces, and are

almost wholly on the deienslve. The military
aspect of the Cuban struggle has this year under¬
gone a inost unfavorable change so far as Spanish
Interests are concerned. In nearly all the import¬
ant engagements the Cubans have been victorious.
The want of artillery prevents the insurgents gath¬
ering all the advantages of their successes, as,
once the Spanish troops take refuge In their forts
and fortifications, they are practically unassailable
by men unprovided with cannon. It Is owing to lids
circumstance that the utmost valor on the part of
the Cubans tails to give the results we naturally look
for, w'iille the great numerical superiority of the
Spanish army enables the authorities to conceal
their losses, which are never made known when It
can be avoided. So reliance whatever can be
placed on the reports of Spanish officers as exhib¬
ited to the public; they are in all cases doctored
for political effe-t.
Perhaps the most threatening feature of the pres¬

ent situation are the uneasiness and discontent of
toe slave poDulation, which in some instances has
exhibited itseli in attempts to burn done large dis¬

tricts.attempts that in part have been successful.
There Is little doubt but that the slaves have
been instigated to commit these acts by the Cuban
laborantes, as there seems to be a settled determi-
nation to reduce Cuba to a desert state rather than
allow the Spaniards to profit by the great wealth of
the island. The late tires at Havana seem to be
a further development of the policy ol destruction.
The idea 01 carrying the war into the Western De¬
partment has certainly been seriously entertained
by Cespedes and the Cuban generals, lor, although
the ground is not so favorable for guerilla opera¬
tions, the amount of damage that coald be inflicted
on Spanish interests would be much greater than
the injury now caused by the war.
Should the insurgents be able to put their plans

Into operation the present pleasant state of affair*
m the Western Department is likely to come soon
to an end. as the continued prosperity of trade in
that department is contingent on the absolute.
s jbmLsslon of the slaves. The Indications are that
this cannot be depended on, as, were the restrain¬
ing force weakened or withdrawn, a servile in¬
surrection would in all probability immediately
follow. However, the Immediate futnre of Cuba
depends on the action of the Cuban volunteers In
the Spanish service. Should the movement of de¬
sertion continue and assume really large propor¬
tions the war will unquestionably spread west¬
ward. ana affect even the country lying round Ha¬
vana. At present the Cuoan insurgents are pre¬
vented by their comparative Inferiority In Dum-
t>ers from undertaking serious operations on a

large scale; for under the most favoraole circum¬
stances it must be difficult for 10,000 men to make
war against 200,000, which is the number of the
combined army and volunteers the Spaniards
claim to have in arms. Probably one-third
of this torce is made up of Cubans, who in secret
are as much opposed to the Spauianls as are the
insurgents. If these men could only make up
their minds to throw themselves Into the Cuban
ranks the suppression of the insurrection would
be rendered well nigh impossible, in the Hayamo
and Manzanillo districts whole villages have
passed ov< r to the insurgents. The desertion of a

lew thousand men tnay not appear very important,
but it must be remembered that these men are
soldiers. Passing over to the enemy, thev place
themselves in a position irom which they cannot

retire, and must either succeed or be extermi¬
nated. Their adhesion, therelore, gives great
moral and material aid to the insurrection.

in view of these circumstances it may safely be
assumed th.it within the past 12 months the
tne conditions of the Cuban struggle have been
seriously modified, and that .Spain's chances or sup¬
pressing the insurrectionary movement have very
much diminished. "Die establishment of the lie-
public In Spain has also caused divisions and
party straggles in Cuba, which under other forms
of government were unknown. Indeed, so badly
have affairs, both political and military, gone dur¬
ing the past year that the best informed .Spaniards
look on the island as lost to Spain. It would be
much better lor Spain II the government had the
courage to make arrangements either with the In¬
surgents or some to reign Power to sell the island,
and so terminate a war that in all prob¬
ability will drag 011 Indefinitely, unless
some compromise is effected. So long
as the Cubans are not recognized as

belligerents by one of the great Powers they
can never succeed in establishing their Indepen¬
dence, or even In driving the Spaniards from any
of the Important coast towns. On the other hand
the Spaniards cannot hope to put down the insur¬
rection except alter years of war, and at the ex¬

penses of sacrifice" 01 men and money which Spain
cannot make without incurring absolute ruin.
The sale of the island would enable the Spanish
Treasury to meet the most pressing demands of
creditors, and would give spam a new start in the
world. It would coaler great advantages on the
nation, while the holding ol Cuba is of profit only to
individuals, and a source of loss both in men and
money to the nation.
The abolition of slavery in Cuba cannot be long

delayed. The result will certainly not be beneficial
to the slave-holding classes. No amount of remu¬
neration could induce any human being to work
as the slaves and coolies arc forced to labor under
the whip ol the tasktnakcr, and the island will as¬
suredly become less valuable to the Spaniards. Hut
even were the inland emancipated from Spanishrule the social question would remain one of ex-treme difficulty, owing to the mixture of races,At present no trouble is experienced in the Cuban
camp iroin this circumstance; but the more Intel-
ngi nt Cubans are by no means sure that 11 the
common bond which unites the cubuns against
Spam were severed the same harmony would
couiinue to prevail. The colored people are too
numerous to submit, to the domination ol the m-
telllgent white population, so there would arise
in all probability, constant struggles mr supremacy
ii order were not secured by some powerful neigh-
bor. This conviction has grown so stiong among
the partisans ot Cuban independence that the
party originally In lavor of establishing a separate
and Independent republic in Cuba has dwindled
down to a lew men, while the immense majority
aie in flavor Ol securing a well ordered liberty by
annexation 10 tlio United States as the only solu¬
tion that can restore peace and prosperity to the
kiant* JAMKS J. U'KUULl,

SCOTIA'S SAINT.

81. Andrew and Hi* Volarici In (he hand
o* Cukes.Celebration in UU Honor
Here.
It in known, from the repeated assurances of her

natives, that the saint of "Ireland's green Isle"
"was a gcnileinau and otune of docent people."
It daro not be implied that St. Andrew was less
reflnod m instinct, or came of a pooror stock than
St. Patrick. From comparison of tnclr work, how-
evor, the logical certainty may be deduced, either
tnat St. Andrew was the more energetic, or that
St. Patrick had as hard a task In Ireland as his
"sainted brother In the faith" had in the many
countries where ho labored, it Is a sorry task to
elevate one saint at the expense of the other, and
so let It be assumed that the Celts wore as stead¬
fast to their paganism In the time of the snakes as

they have ever been to other things at modern
periods. Thus our saints ure both saved, though
Ireland is sacrificed to the necessity. If any
earnest Christian irishman la displeased at the
remedy that has been adopted for the exigency of
the writer, why he may even scandalize St. Pat¬
rick. Ireland's pagan suns or her Christian saint,
It is immaterial which, so as UU Andrew is saved
from evil remark This Is tho saint's anniversary,
and be must ne glorified. The Scot over his hag¬
gis, the Muscovite over his caviare, and men of
many other nations over their peculiar leasts,
would mutter curses at the Hxiiai.u acre
St. Andrew slighted to-day. He is almost
uuiversully claimed as a patron, and his constitu¬
ents are too ionnldable lor their hostility to bo
courted. His reilcs have beou scattered in the
enthusiastic contention tor them. Except that of
the godly man's right arm, the place 01 deposit ot
none ot Su Andrew's remains is known. A pious
mouk, named Kegulus or Kule, according to tradi¬
tion, brought that precious relic to Scotland and
placed it in a church w Inch ho built where the cath¬
edral now is in thecitv 01 St. Andrews. Tradition
has thus placed .Scotland under the special protec¬
tion ol st. Andrew and made his arm her shield.
Having given the traditions about that saint it is
oropcr to tell wnat is certain about him. lie was
the brother of Simon Peter, and pursued with him
the calling 01 a fisherman on the l.ake of lieuesu-
reth. When John the Huptist began to preach
penance In the desert Andrew went to hear bun.
He linuily became a disciple of sit. John and went
w.th him on his journeyings. On the day wnen Hi.
John, seeing Jesns pass, cried out to lus disciples,
"Behold the Lamboi God 1" Andrew and another
of the group followed him. Jesus soon spoke to
them, and immediately Andrew learned that he
was the Messiah, and accepted his invitation ro
go with turn on his iiussiou of mercy and salvation,
hence Andrew is styled the Protociat, or First-
called. Andrew soon brought Simon, his brother,
to Jest'.*, who admitted him as a disciple and
gave him the name ol Peter. The brothers
were not Immediately called to constant attend¬
ance upon their Master, but lor sumo time alter¬
nated t heir callings ol bshers In the pure waters ot
the lakes and ol Ushers in the turbid waters ot slu
for the souls of men. Hut when they were biddeu
to it they lett their nets and followed their teacher
to 11 is death on the cross. St. Andrew's name is
not noted in the scriptures alter the Ascension,
yet he is believed to have disseminated the Chris¬
tian doctriue in Asiatic and European Heythia,
Thrace, Macedonia, Epirus, AcUala. It was at
Putra', in Achaia, that he is recorded to have
lound that glorious reward on earth of martyr¬
dom ior his brave endeavors to spread the creed
oi love and clemency. 1 lie manner of his martyr¬
dom was oi tao most paiuiul character, yet when
he saw that it was a moss upon which he was to
be put to death sparks ot eloquent speech c uiio
irom his mouth in an apostrophe to it"Hail,
precious cross, that hast been consecrated by the
body ot my Lord and adorned with His limbs as
wliti rich jewels, I come to thee exulting and glad;
receive me with Joy into thy arms!" Tnus did he
welcome death and give thanks that It was to be
like Christ's, upon the cross. But he wat
not nailed npou the dread instrument,
only tied with thongs, and leit to perish
oi the tortures of hunger and thirst. The saint's
body was honorably interred by a lady named
Maximum. In the iourt.li century it was removed
to Hy/.aiitium, or Constantinople, aim placed in the
Church oi the Apostles. From here the disposition
oi the remains cannot be told w ith the assurance
of truth, so clouded have the hallowed endeavors of
the saint's admirers made the matter.
The only public commemoration of St. Andrew's

Day will ne the U7th festival of tho St. Andrew's
Society to-morrow evening.

TROTTISC AT FLEETWOOD PARK.

The track was In very fair condition lor trotting
yesterday aiteruoon and two trotting races came
OIL The attendance was small, the weather being
rather too cold for this kind of sport, and as the
horses want rest and recuperation, the past having
been a severe season for most of them.
The Drat trot called yesterday was ror a sweep¬

stakes of $300, between John Murphy's chestnut
uiare Louise, W. E. Weeks' sorrel gelding Sorrel
Jake and M. McKamara's hay gelding Billy Lyuch.
Louise was the favorite previous to the start, ont
Sorrel Jake won the first heat so easily that the
betting changed In his favor, ami he then had the
call over the lleld. Louise won the second heat by
a head and she was again the lavorlte over the
Held. The third was a dead heat, and the mare
still kept her place In the betting, but at Increased
ouds, 10 to 3 being current, she won the filth
heat and the race very cleverly, Billv Lynch being
second (lor the first time), Sorrel Jake third.
The second trot was mile heats, best three in

five, under the saddle, for a match of $joO, between
John Murphy's bay gelding Charlev Green and \V.
K. Weeks' gray gelding Tanner Boy. Green was
the favorite when brought ou the track, with Johu
Murphy on his back, at 2 to l. it was discovered,
alter scoring a lew times, that Charley Green was
no saddle horse, and he was then taken out and
put in harness. Many pools were sold on Tanuer
Boy under tne bellei that he could beat Chariey
Grecu under the saddle, and these people strenu¬
ously protested against the change of way of
going, and they were right. The horse should not
have been allowed to go in harness. Hucn prece¬
dents as these will lead to additional irauds and
complications on the trotting turf, as a match
could he made to go as they pleased, and one of
tne matchmakers might tiring his horse on the
track to wagon, and alter getting the pool
box stuffed in his favor he could take his horse
out of the wagon, put a saddle on him and
go on and win tne money. Tanner Boy beat Char¬
ley Green very easily the tirst heat, and this
seemed to anpease his backers. Tanner Boy won
tne second heat as easily as he did the first, and
this sent him up in the betttug a trifle, but still
Charley Green had the ca I. This seemed strange
to the unsophLsiloated until the horses were given
the word, when Tanner Bo.v was pulled to a break,
giving Charley Green a iead lar enough to win.
Charley went ou and led home *o yards in front of
Tanner Boy. The result of this heat astonished
even the most brazen laced sharper on the track.
It was generally conceded that Tanner Boy had
won all the heats tuat he could on tins occasion,
and the race had to be won by Charley Green. The
latter won the lourth heat, when darkness having
set in the trot had to be postponed until Monday
next, at two o'clock in the afternoon. The loliow-
itig are the summaries:.
Fi.kbtwood 1'aiik. Nov. 29..Trotting.Sweep¬

stakes $300, tube heats, best tureo' in five, In
harness.

KXTRIRS.
J. Murphy's ch. m. Louise 2 10 11
1). Fflfer's s. g. sorrel Jake 12 0 2 2
M. McNamara'a b. g. Billy Lynch 3 3 3 3 3

TIMK.
Quarter. Half. MUe.

Pirst heat 40 1:21.1 2::>1*
Second heat 38* 1:19 2:4ft*
Third heat 39* 1:19* a 2:45
Fourth heat 40 1:20* 2:47*
Fifth tie»t 1:18 2:44*
samk Dat..Trotting match, $200, miie heats,

best three in five, under the saddle,
John Murphy named b. g Charley Green. 2 2 1 I
W. K. Weeks named g. g. Tanner Boy... l 1 2 2

TIMK.
Quarter. Hit/. Mltr.

First heat 3fl* 1:1ft* 2:36*
Second heat 37 1:14 2:32*
Third heat 37 1 :i.'. 3:36*
Fourth heat 39 1 -17 2:36

PIGEON 8H00TING.
A large party of gentlemen met at Fort Morris

yesterday to witness a pigeon match bet ween the
two crack amateurs, Mr. F'.rnest Staples and Mr.
Louis Livingston, of Columbia county, New York, at
26 single birds, Ira Fame's best, lor J400, 1 * shot,
21 yards rise, so yards boundary.
The following is

THE SCOKK.
Stapi.es.0, 1. 1, 1, 1, I, I, I. 1, I, I, 1, 1, I, 1, 0, 1,

1, 1.Total, 20. Killed, 17; missed, 3.
Livi.noston.0, 1, 0, 0, 0, 1, 1, 0, u. 1, 1, 1, 1, 1, 1, o,

0, o.Total, 18. Killed, 9; missed, 9.
Staples won the cuoice and went to the front

first.
Livingston, having no chance, gave up the match

wbt'U Staples had shot at 20 birds.

A GOVERNMENT DEFAULTER.
Boston, Nov. 29. 1873.

A despatch from St. Albans states that Anson J.
Crane, of Burlington, Assistant Collector of In¬
ternal Revenue for the Tlura district of Vermont,
Is reported to r>e a defaulter to the amount of
$17,900. His bondsmen, one of whom Is senator
Edmunds, are amply able to make good the
amount embezzled. Mr. crane claims that Jeiwltt,
a former Collector, *iubcy.7.ied the money.

APPOINTMENT BY THE GOVERNOR.
Ai.banv, Not. 29, 1873.

Governor Dlx has appointed Joseph Vandcrbllt,
of Northnort, wrcek master for tuc county of »uf-Upfe.

THE ABMY.
Annual Ecport of Secretary of War

General Belknap.
Washington. Not. ®, 1*73.

The annual report of the Secretary of War shows
taut tne ostimatcs for military purposes lor tho

year eudlng Juno 30, 1874, were $33,826,378. The
estimates lor tho same purpose for tho year oud-

lng June 30,1873, are $34,410,722; tho excess or the
next year over the current one being $584,344.
The appropriation tor military purposes for the

year eudlng June 30, 1874, were $32,917,971. It has
been the custom of Congress nrom tlmo to time to

reduce tho estimates of the department,
have endeavored, aided by the officers or the

department and of the army, to keep tho

expenditures within the limit prescribed by Con¬

gress; but experience has shown that the amounts

previously asked for, based on data oaretully pre¬
pared by chleis of bureaus alter ample considera¬
tion. were necessary for tbe management of the

department. In addition to the usual ostimatcs

already made the following are submitted lor such
action as Congress may deem proper to tak0*

. , $1.44' 5X1Armament of forts . .

a,i 16J 3J6Estimates for engniwer purposes -

It will be obsorved that among the estimates for
the War Department for the next as well as
the preceding years many appropriations are
askeu lor which should not be classed under
those for the support of the army proper,
for instance, those for the observation anil
report oi storms, the Freedmen's Hospital, the
settlement oi claims lor horses lost In tho
military service, the collection and payment of
bounty to colored soldiers, military telo.iraph lines
in different parts oi the country, refunding to
States expenses incurred in raising voln""-trs,
signal stations at lighthouses, arming an't efiulp-
nliig ami riilitia, and numerous other subjects ®«like character demand expenditures whlcli cannot
legitimately be charged as being lor the "Itlealuses of the military establishment. A critical
¦examination oi the expenditures, some of them
authorized by Congress without any recumuu'iida-
tiou on the part of this departmeDt. wlll show
that the total expenditures are largely in
ol the amount absolutely necessary lor the actual
requirements ol the army itself.

nfrue act oi March 3. 1S73, lor the establishment or
a military prison, made no appropriation Jo meet
any or the expenses necessary to carry itlutoelleot.
In order, nowover, that no time might be lost,a
preliminary board, eomposed only ol army oftli ers,
was constituted to collect information and mate¬
rial for commencing more definite la^oi upon a
plan so hoou as Congress should appropriate
means. 'I his board, In its investigations has suc¬
ceeded in doing even more tnan was anticipated,
uud, fortunately, two gentlemen from civil
hie who have devoted much tllU0 ami
zealous study to the subject offlormatory prison discipline havo been found
willing to give a share ol their tune 8ral"u®"8l£until an appropriation shall lie made to the work
of preparing a plan and regulations lor a military
prison. Tins has enabled nie to carry out the pro¬
visions of the second section of the act by[ aPP®"}*!ing the board therein prescribed. Their repott
will form the subject of a luture special cowuium-

*He recommends that better facilities to obtain
field musicians be afforded by the passage of an
act authorizing the enlistment of boysi not "''d"
12 years ol age, with the consent of tneli patents
or guardians, and says:.

It is unnecessary to allude to notorious eases oi
efficient service by utusic boys, even on the
Held of battle, to illustrate their perfect
competency lor all duties required oi musicians.
While they make the best musicians they
generally at a more advanced nge have become
most valuable non-commissioned officer? as the
lrult of their early training. This plan has, too,
the merit or being a most useful charity, lor it
would provide lor many sons of old soldiers, living
and dead, who now arc without aim or object lu
ll;e and in danger of becoming worthless men;
but who ir enlisted would have tue benefit not ouly
of tuition in music, but also lu the useiul common
branches of education taught at tho depot school.
Tbe subject ol discharge of minors who have

enlisted in the army lias ever been a perplexing
oue. The most stringeut prohibitions have been
laid upon recruiting officers, and whenever a
minor has passed from the rendezvous to the
depot and is there detected by the Examining
Hoard he is sure to bo at once discharged, in
spite of every precaution a large number ot young
men, minors in the eye of the la*, but
actually men, who have been practically
their own masters for a considerable time,
do pass themselves as or full age. freely
take the oath to that effect, as embodied in the
contract ot enlistment, and are transported at
considerable expense to regiments, llere, on the
least dissatisfaction or alter the commission of
some crime involving punlsnment, they forthwith,
write to their parents, who havo hitherto, perhaps,
bestowed but litUe care upon theiu, and a nioviug
appeal is made to tue department lor their dis¬
charge. btnee the passage of the act of May 15,
1872, the department ha^ judged that it had no (lis-
cretion leit, and wneu the proof of minority
is clear, and the consent of the parent
or guardian has not been obtained, a
discharge is invariably given. Since the passage or
the act referred to, and up to June 30, 18*3, 290
applications lor discharge from this cause have
been reeoived. Grcut expense to the government,
as well as Ireijuent evasion oi puniaument and the
consequent disorganization of necessary mili¬
tary discipline, is thereby caused. Nor is
tne ostensible object 01 the parents to re¬
cover the child effected, because the latter is dis¬
charged hundreds ot miles from home, and even If
disposed to return, whicu is seldom the case, has
not the pecuniary means, lie suggests that some
notion be takcu toward the passage of a positive
law to punish recruits who have deceived recruit¬
ing officers by ialsely swearing to their age or
physical condition, and says:."'In my Judgment
he'should ne immediately turned over to a propertribunal, and the United states law officer in
whose district a recruit may have committed an
offence should be required to prosecute htm lor
the lalse oath he nas taken and for the great ex¬
pense he has given the government."
The practice, widen prevailed to a considerable

extent ol army officers visiting the seat 01 govern¬
ment during tne session ol Congress, attempting
to influence legislation by Interviewing members
ot'Congress, and presenting business that should
ouly be brought to tneir attention through the
head of the Executive Department, became such a
serious evil that on March 15, 1873, I caused an
order to be Issued directing that no officer, either
active or retired, shall, directly or indireetly,
without being called upon by proper uuthorlt.v,
solicit suggest or recommend action by members
of Cougress, lor or against military affairs. I'll
necessity for this order was apparent. Memtiers
or Congress have frequently brought the subject to
my attention and have made complaint, very
iustly 01 the persistent efforts made with them
personally to influence their views on legislation.
The order, as it itself says. Is not intended to pre¬
clude officers irom illustrating or expounding a
measure beiore Congress which may have received
tavor or sanction or the President, the Secre¬
tary of War or the General of the Army.
The experience ol officers when so used
is and will be viewed as valuable, but
it was and is intended to restrain officers from
urging'their views 111 an Improper manner upon
uietnoers of Congress, and in consuming the time
of those intrusted with the necessary legislation
01 the government. That order will be enforced so
far as it lies within my power and authority to ac¬
complish it.

. ..lie next refers to his tour of inspection through
the Department ol Texas in company with
Lieutenant General Sheridan, last spring,
and speaks in high temis of the efficiency
and good conduct of the tioops there
stationed. At several of these posts, where both
wuiie and colored soldiers were stationed, the
general good conduct and fine military appear-
auce ol all the troops composing the garrisons
were prominent to a marked degree.
In section 24 ot the act of July 15, 1870, the pav

or officers of the armv was established, uml provi-
Kion was made that tbe sums therein specified
should be in full of all commutation 01 lucL
forage, servant hire and clothing, longevity
rations and all allowances of every name
and nature whatever, and should be paid monthly
bv the Paymaster. Further legislation is necessary
to define the scope of this provision.whether it Is
intended to include certain things, such as truus-
imi tation 111 kind of officers' servants and trans¬
portation or officers' horses and baggage, author-
ized lathe regulations beiore Its passage, but not
held to lie emolument*; or does It huvo reference
simply to money allowances then received by offl-
cers of the army *

^^ ,During the past year the five inspectors General
of the at my have made carelui and thorough In-
spections in the Departments of the South, Texas.
Missouri, Gull, Arizona, Dakota and Columbia, ex-
renting Alaska. In the Departments of Arizona.
I'exan, Dakota and Columbia a thorough cxamina-
lion wu» made Into Die condition of the ptrmmiutl
and material of the army at all flic remote and
widely dispersed boats, stations and depots within
the limits of those departments, with the excep-
tton of Alaska, embracing 117 mllltury posts, gar-
risoned by 18 regiments ot Infantry, 17 companies
or artillery and n regiments of cavalry. 1

.scrutinizing examinations have been made by the
inspectors Genera! of the accounts of all the
officers who have miide important disbursements
of public money during the year. The funds re-
. elved and expended by them, with the balances
reuni ted due the United mdVs, have been care¬
fully verified by official statements received from
the' Treasury Department and depositories, ami
tinder this system It is hardly possible that a defal¬
cation or fraud ou the part of disbursing officers or
tills department can escape timely detection.

.since the close of the war, In tlie Quartermaster's
Department much time and labor have been be-
stowed upon the examination and settlement, of
tne account* ol officers for disbursements made
during tne rebellion and since its close. Most of
these accounts have been adjusted, and the ac-
c ,nuts ol disbursing officers of that department
are now examined promptly as received. Within
the oast two years I have caused forms and
methods of business in this department to 1st sim-
i> Ifled. to the advantage of tTic service and tho
reliei of the officers. Muoh difficulty Is experienced
In keeping the expenses of the Quartermaster s
Department wUbjp the ataounu hppfupMM by

Congress; ana ho apparent wan it during Hie r«B*
fiscal /ear (hat the appropriation for barracks and
quartern would not admit of uny expenditure
from that appropriation beyond the payment
of renta of unices and hire of quarters
r»r troops, that ft was round necessary
early In the spring to entirely arrest any
work upon repair and construction of barracks
and quarters. Notwithstanding this necessary
and sharp measure, whton involved much Incon¬
venience to troops crowded Into buildings much in
need of repair, or cantoned in tenia and huts too
muoh exposed to the inclemency of the weather,
the liabilities hare, to a small amount, exceeded
the sum appropriated. The .Hecrotary recommends
that an allowance of $lu per month be made to
lioutonants of the line detailed as acting assistant
quartermasters.
Ol the flitv railroads, which, at the close of the

war, nnder executive orders, purchased from this
Department railroad material to the appraised
valuo of over $7,500,uoo, so of them have paid their
debts in fall. The remaining M are still in our
debt to the amoun t of $4,#28j024. The total amount
collected from these sales, with lutereBt and ex¬
penses, has thus far been $5,110,005.
He recommends the passage of a law which will

enable the department to collect iroui Uie Post Of¬
fice Department the postal earnings of several of
these delinquent railroadB. The bonds ot the roads
given at the time or the purchase, pledge them to
use these earnings in liquidation of their debts,
but the.v refuse aud persistently neglect to givo to
the Postmaster General necessary formal orders to
turn over the funds to this department.

lie also recommends an appropriation to con¬
tinue the present experiment of the artesian well
at Port D. A. Kussell, believing a series of flowing
wells to the people ol Colorado, Wyoming, Mon¬
tana and Dakota will be of importance upon the
development 01 their material Interests.

In regard to headstones for soldiers' graves in
the national cemeteries he states that contracts
have been awarded. Particular care lias been
taken to have these headstones permanent when
once ereoted. Tho entire cost of tnese slabs and
blocks under the contracts awarded, should ther
bo entered into by the successful bidders, will
omouut to $770,0-15.
Hp recommends that the $100,000 appropri¬

ated by Congress for the erection of a depot at
Pan Antonio be used to purchase or rent such
pi>8ts in Texas as may be ionnd actually needed,
tnere being no uocessity to erect a depot at that
point.
He also recommends an act to he passed author¬

izing the issue of tobacco 10 tlie enlisted men of
the army as a component part ol the army ration,
as near us may be in amount equal to that author¬
ized to be sold to them.
The recoinmenaation made In former years is re¬

newed that the catalogue and tables of the ana¬
tomical section or the Army Medieu! Museum be
published In a style similar to Martau's "Crania
Americana." A bill for this purpose passed one
house of Congress during the last session, but
fulled to become a la w.
The Secretary thinks it Is absolutely necessary

for tho weliare of the service that tne medical
corps be opened to appointment and promotion.
Allusion Is made to the recommendation to the

Paymaster General lor legislation providing lor an
Increase of the present lorce of nay masters. There
arc now but 44 in the service. The Paymaster Gen¬
eral recommends the number to be fixed by law at
5*2, and that promotions and new appointments be
allowed.
The corps of engineers have been actively en¬

gaged on the defensive works of our coasts, upon
harbor and river improvements and the surveys
Tor them, and lor the protection ol the navigable
waters 01 the United States against deterioration,
whether lrom bridging or other causes; upon the
geodetic and bydrographlu survey of the
lakes, upon surveys lor the defenoes of the
coasts, upon military surveys anil recon-
noissances lu the interior, upou geographical
and geological explorations, upon public buildings
and grounds in the District of Columbia, upon tne
construction 01 lighthouses and upon the demarca¬
tion oi the boundary between the United hiatus
and Great lirttuin.
ine worKs projected and approveu ror tne mom.

R ation ami strengthening or our sea "L" de.
Ienoes and fortiUcdtlous have been advanced
With a rapidity consistent with economy
and efficiency, and the works /or our nnn^
cipa harbors now contain quite a number 01

lanre^VcHi!h?e hF tUoir annamenia ofguns oithe
luigcst calibre. Heavy guns, mounted in covereii
positions along the shores oi the inlets to our har-

Se ence^ndS be "aals of aliy auc^M^
de/t uce, and works projected and In course or con
struotion should be prosecuted to completion and

nroiff »
a'med. With the smallappro-

prUtions granted lor the trial of torDedoea
investigations on this aubjecl have been
continued to the benefit of our system of
submarine mines. This accessory lor the defence
01 harbors in recent years lias developed into one

tofnvii.i..11!>f0rtance aiI,on« maritime Powers; and

terns of t?rn?..irnoent elec'rlcal methods and sys¬
tems or torpedoes, as well as to procure certain
materials, two officers ,.r engineers were sent dur
mg the summer to Europe The rosu ts of t,

the subject.a&nd'^fanvi °f valuable "formation on

government'. aaavlnK 01 expenditure to the

,
The river and harbor Improvements mentioned

IhJ wor^s In,Krv, p0rt b"Ve beea coutinSed and

bee*Sednn dnr^V?nneoted therewith have
cerrieu on during the past year with vhror

1873 dlrpcfprt ,iklVer and Uarbor act Of March a'
oractlmhiiuv

» report be made upon the

tween if.lp bridging the channel be¬
tween Lake Huron and Lake KrS
without material injury to the interesu
° aa* gatlon> ail(' upon the number and character
o/ vesseis naviguting that channel. The subject

Jlnoerofficii'who t0 a "oarU °' exPeri«oced en¬
gineer officers, who are now eugaged unon it it

'"»t their report wiif be recmyed duN
" eauy part oi the session of Congress, in

rE -»*".£»£
sr®?

autboritj of law, and that one of these parties inpssasriS^^®®^t?uct}ot?of a'rwtd^chartered
by .state aurhortty. In view of the ^0X0^$
ml nftt'"1^ ot Stress, requiring the Heere-
tary of Har to maintain a supervision over tim
'acatlo» ¦«»«. construction of l,r dges crossfiv
JhaWJo w1terH of fhe ,:nUea StatJL in order

protected! I fe«i u°f nuvlg»t10" shall bo

8» rSf,.. w'Viauf«wsuggest sucli general legislation as mar be deemed

Secretary recommends that the actAuthorial.
IUver'atLi't't ip°u "[ aA^ acroi IhfirtffiSS
be ren"aleiT for^the ^oTlSlt''SSfJli U7J>

rianSteirt coinP|,ance with its terms would mate

rjally obstruct and impair the navigaton o? the

success"dijrIngrthe^eaeon^M bCen C°ntiDaed wlt"

J^ward%earl^tob^ompletioi^namftli^t5of'the'1st!
?.uce klver "a" "e,m extended nearlv to Lake

,*s!rsjj»s;s ;s
the San Joaquin and Sacramento vaUeysla Ca?ifor
'l,aj met *nd organized in San Francisco in Mav"

rcp"" "f"" "» »«w=« M lie. £

bSjWmt,,sttSfasTBrs- -

theatUnUonoMfe.Pgrr°c.0o0n aP1>Citl Mtron«^

era| a
officers, of which Oen-

September 1ST- 7", Pr^8,1de"was convened in

ing systemfm- .
selection of a breoch-load-

iiiflltarvw#»rv»Pi a//1u 8 an(* carbines of the

mmmfi
importance whether

ot grave

In sufflclen't^quant!tics
manufacture, together wit,',^ho"m"! \T ror

"and. of almut i'uooarn* materials now on

by Congress durini ,!!! ' n? aniou"t Mx-d

century is now lound in i«, »Hr T ',Hrl "r

great increase or the no Zfiin "J1 "'""bb of the
Wants of thf* wtmio I Pol,u'*f^o0, to supp y the

therefore rlZmm.S n"",,a: au'' k
'or that purpose be in ,tho ¦PProPriatlon
portion.si to the Increase 01^1 hn", 8 ",arin"r Pro
the j.assage .f l|l"l ,",?' r population since

distribution of arms loihemTlnMi w for rhp
1 feel great lieVitp,./. nil""a 01 country,

creased appropriatmni 25'ri!?. .^"""mending in-

my duty to say that the ,.,11 time, but I deem It
defences, which Invoirei »l!t. «!U ,r Bea''oa,,t

lence of our prmririai «<! , I! ?ttou of the do-
"Hack In case 01 w/r ..te

' ,:U,es >"""

subject demanding ih» .
naval f'owor, is a

. ongrass, rho pnncinm eitfe. atle"'",n ot
in a very defenceless Sfii. I,®,01" coast arc

costly work of nreen ru^ 14 ! tedious and
on the breaking out l!r «

nHt commenced
of accornniisiiing m, a, war w,t" ti,e hope
work must ho

r ,rlP'',mfe '«"»". The
peace, without w«itin<»

,n "me of

search after nerfeeth ,f 1
B" "nwr'H|" i'criod in

.mporianr? ft f Z 'l ,:o""truction. The
est anil comi!in«/i off J/. * increases with the earn-

to miiuiiv ilir,t otturtM on the part ol all nations

armament .«
'«rt,s with the most improved (

srS ST'""f" I
K".r,St ?s,v israJSwars

M.VHISUS
* ["" |1»44®,5W la estimated lor by ihe Chief

of ordnance lor the neat fiscal vear ffir the n, ?f
whf!l smootn-iKire guns and i0r carriages,
which sura will provide for onoVith onlr

>9t the guaa and ^arritgea uji'

Bo required for the fortifications wfUcti
will l>o icady by Mio .sotti ol June, 1874. itiM
amount Is noi. embraced In the ro Hilar estimates
of appropriation# lor the army, hut it la a cuhjcot
of great i mportance, ami l,,o question of this ap
propnatlon Is respectiully Huhmlited.
The Iiouyv rifled guns selected for fabrication and

test, under the act approved June 0, 187a, aro now
in progress of manuiucture and win he coin-
pteted during the winter. Valuable informs
tiou and experience aro to be gathered
in the trial of these guns. the
result must probably leading to the euriy adoption
ol an effective riile ol suitable calibre lor the ser¬

vice, and, in this connection, 1 would reoomuieud
the purchase of a suitable proving ground lor tfto
proper trial of tnese experimental neavy guns.
The oheapness oi cast iron and the marked prog¬

ress attained in the niauulacture ol gunjiowUer
In the past year induce a recommendation tha*
an appropriation ol $75,0oo be granted, to
be applied in the fabrication and trial of
l"-inch cast iron rilled cannon, that tho
capabilities of the metal for rifle constructions of
large cal.bre may be put to the fullest test, in the
hope that its practical uilli/.utlou for this purpose
may bo conclusively assured or denied. The powder
in the hands of the department Is, on account of
the want ol proper storage, concentrated in a large
part in the magazines ol our seaeoast fortifications,
wiiile under the searching influences of the salt
air it is rapidly undergoing deterioration. For its
better preservation a large powder depot should
be established in some region where neither
public nor private Interests would be en¬
dangered by its proximity, and an appropriation

"is recommended fof iluo.ooo is recommended lor tne purchase or a
suitable site au*l commencement of mag¬
azines. Tne abolition of some of tbe
smaller arsenals and the application of
the proceeds of their sale to the erection of
a large arsenal of proper construction on the
Atlantic coast, is ugnln urged, on strong economi¬
cal grounds, and it is recommended that a law be
passed authorizing tho Secretary of War to make
a sale or any of the smaller arsenals at such times
as would be most advantageous to the govern¬
ment, and to apply the proceeds as suggested.
The department feels much embarrassment,

arising Irom conflicting claims founded on
alleged Infringements of patent rights in the
construction of breech-loading guns at the
national armory. The oillcers of the Ord¬
nance corps, In the execution of their official
duties, are seriously annoyed by privute actions
for dainuges instituted by persons claiming to bold
valid patents which have been inlringod in tbe

{traductions of the government armory, and some
egislution seems to be required to enablo the
department to dispose of the claims.
Secretary Belknap embodies a synopsis or the

operations of the Signal Bureau, published in the
llKitai.D a few days since, and addsThe ascer¬
tained comparative accuracy of deductions
from reports styled "Probabilities" has been more
clearly presented In this than in preceding
years. The percentage Ol verifications has been
mathematically computed for each of the geo¬
graphical districts mentioned In the reports. The
department acknowledges as in previous years tho
general support of the popular opinion of scientific
men and of the preHs in its etlorts successfully to
carry on this work. Errors have occurred, but It
has been generally recognized as inevitable
that some mast occur iu the present
condition of science. The great utility
of the work is no longer doubted.
It has achieved results tho promise of which
a few years ago could hardly be hoped lor.
It is mentioned In couuection with this
subject that arrangements have been made
with the meteorological offices of Kua-
sia, England and Turkey to commence January
l. 1874, an exchange with the United States of the
daily reports taken simultaneously at the different
stations throughout the great extent of tne Kua-
sian and Turkish Empires, the British Islands and
the United States. The co-operation of tho nja-
terns of other nations is expected.
My annual Inspection of theutTatrs ol tho Military

Academv and corps of cadets iu June last disclosed
a very creditable state ol discipline and an atten¬
tion to study very commendable In tho cadets.
The Secretary recommends, as thero Is no

Assistant Secretary tor the War Department,
the passage ol a law which will permit tho
Secretary or War to authorize the chief clerk,
In case of Illness or otner temporary absence of
the head of tlie department, to sign requisitions
and other papers deemed necessary lor immediate
signature.
in conclusion he refers to the fact that by joint

resolution of Congress the Secretary of War
was required to appoint a competent per¬
son to arrange and prepare lor publi¬
cation official documents relating to the
rebellion and operations of tho army during
tiiewar.nud to submit a plan of satd publication

i'S of the cost thereof to Congress atand estimate!
Its then next session. A person was
appointed to assume this work, who was
to receive a compensation of $-J,5iio per annum.
Although the appointment was made at the time,
no acceptance was filed and no action
was taken toward '.the|arrungemcnt and pub¬
lication or the records. As the appointment
under previous legislation cannot now be made,
lor the reason that the act prescribed that the pay¬
ments should cense in two years alter its
passage, this legislation shonld be revived
and the Secretary or War authorized to make
tne appointment. This is a great na<tonal work
of much historical value, and constant, daily ob¬
servation and experience render it evident that
early steps should be taken to collect and prepare
these vast and importaut materials for publication.

General ghermsn'a Report*
Washington, Not. 29, 1873.

The following Is the report of General Sher¬
man

flKADQt'AKTKBS OF TUB AKMT, I
Washington, Nov. 7, 1873.)To lion. W. W. Bki.knaf, Secretary of War:.

Sib.1 have the honor herewith to submit a state¬
ment Hhowing the organization ami actual strength
of enlisted men in the army, complied from the
official returns, up to the latest date, and invito
your attention to the recapitulation, showing
25,835 enlisted men of cavalry, artillery and in¬
fantry and 3,970 non-combatants.the whole ag¬
gregating 29,005, or 495 less than the number.
30,(100, limited by law. In the active regiments the
number of men stck and on the necessary details
abont the posts will fully equal 26 per ceut, so that
the aetuul strength lor military service does not
exceed 19,652 men.

In order that the regular army should fulfil its
arduous duties on the irontler, as also form the
model on whlcn to shape the volunteers and
mi litis lorce of the United states, I earnestly reo-
ommend that the Congress be asked to fix the
limit of the enlisted force at such a figure as will
give 30,000 for the regiments of the line, and to
provide specifically for the non-combatant detach¬
ments, such as the Engineer battalion, the Ord¬
nance Department, West Point detachments.Signal Department, ordnance and commissary ser¬
geants. iu the same manner as has been done for
the hospital stewards.
The artillery regiments have an organizationdifferent irom the Infantry.viz., 12 bat¬

teries to a regiment: but of these, only one is
equipped and instructed as a battery of artillery,
the other 11 companies of each regiment being
armed with muskets and instructed as intantry.Iu order to simplify the organization to apply the
new tactics (now approaching completion) to all
arms of the service alike, with yonr approval, I
have ordered the word "battery" apply, techni¬
cally, to such only as are provided with horses and
guns, and all others to be called "companies."
Some of the artillery officers think t he act of July
28, 1886, entitles tnern to the name "battery.**
whether they have guns or not, and tt might be
well to ask a modification of the law so as to read.
"battery or company" lor the artillery regiments,
to correspond with the words "troops or com¬
pany" used lor the cavalry In the same act.
The number ol regimental commissioned officers

on duty, or belonging to the several departments
and divisions, nuinner, In the aggregate, 1,632;
present for duty, 1,234; absent on leave or de¬
tached, 298.
The foregoing docs not Include the SI second

lieutenants, recently appointed Irom civil Hie, now
under orders to join their regiments.

1 now enclose the annnal reports of the division
and department commanders, copies ol which have
been submitted to you as received.
The military divisions embrace the whole area of

the United States, and these reports include the
acts oi all the regular armv, leaving nothing to be
added by way oi history of the events during the
past year.
The reports of all the department, commanders,

with the exception ol that ol the Department of
the Columbia, not yet received, are also herewith
sent.
No part of the army is under my immediate con¬

trol, and the existing army regulations devolve on
the secretary of War, the actual command of the
military peace establishment and all responsibility
thereof, so that I forbear making any further
recommendations or report. Very respectfully,
your obedient servant,

W. T. SHERMAN. General.

RESIGNATION OF SENATOR CASSERLY.
San Francisco, Nov. 29, 1873.

The following letter was received this artMN
noon :.

San Francisco, Nov. 28, 1873.
To Hon. Nkwton Hoom, Governor ol California,

Ac.
Dkar Sir.I hereby resign my unexpired term

in the Senate of tnc United States as Senator for
Ciilliornui. this resignation to take effect immedi¬
ately, so rhHt the Siuie legislature, which moot*
on ilie 1st oi next, month, may fill the vacancy. As
my intimate friends in the Senate well know. I
luive long desired to withdraw irom that body, and
at the snine rune to withdraw wholly irom politics
slid polite-si life. Mv duties on both sides of the
Continent have demandod of mn and have received
so much attention as to generally Impair my
health and compel me to neglect my private affairs.
The latter eonHiderailon is not u controlling one,
but the condition ol iny health Is such as to loud
me to seriously doubt my strength to discharge the
arduous duties of a Senator irom California.

I have deierred carrying out tny desire onitl the
present time, when bote objects may lie accom¬
plished at once, and when the legislature, just
about to meet, may elect my successor. Very rc-

speetluily, CASBBKLT.
Mr. CitKScrly led the majority of his party hero

In opposition to the railroad monopoly; but that
majority Is in the minority in the I.egislnture, and
might not have Itcen able to effect his re-election
in a triangular contest, with Month on one side.
The general opinion is that his resignation will

operate lavoruhly for Booth and disastrously to tho
schemes In the railroad Interest as laid bv Mill*
' "jrr, itiQlr ohtcf political agoni*


